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The moon rises over the desert. Soon it will be dark. 
Cactus plants as tall as trees grow in this American desert. 
A desert is a dry land where very little rain falls. 

It is not easy to live in this land. 

But many plants and animals do live here. 































A rabbit rests in a shady spot. 
During the day, the bright sun 
can make the desert very hot. 

The kangaroo rat also stays 
out of the sun. It spends the day 
underground and can live 
without ever taking a drink of water. 











COTTONTAIL RABBIT 


A lizard called a Gila monster 
crawls on the rocky ground. 
The Gila monster is covered 
with hard scales. 

They look like shiny beads. 

The scales help keep the lizard 
:rom drying out in the hot sun. 



GILA fl-fEEJoJ MONSTER 
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Desert plants have many shapes. 

A man looks up at a tall boojum tree. 

• • is shaped like a big carrot growing upside down. 

A boy steps carefully among plants that grow on the ground. 
This plant is called a caterpillar cactus. Do you see why? 
Here, it grows beside taller cactus plants called chollas. 

■- st cactus plants have sharp spines but no leaves. 

se desert plants store water in their stems and branches 
: - - d can live for months without rain. 
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An organ-pipe cactus has many steins. 
A snake climbs up a stem 
to reach a bird’s nest. 

It is hunting for eggs and baby birds. 
The mother bird screams at the snake. 



ORGAN-PIPE CACTUS SAGUAKO fsa-WAH-roJ CACTUS 



BLACK RACER 


M any birds use the saguaro cactu: 
Two woodpeckers have pecked 
a home inside this cactus. 

A tiny elf owl peeps out of 
a hole in another saguaro. 

The owl cannot peck out its home. 
Instead, it finds an empty hole 
and moves in. Another bird pokes 
its head into a saguaro flower 
and sips the sweet juice inside. 
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GILDED FLICKERS CURVE-BILLED THRASHER 

















TEDDY-BEAR C HOLLA CACTUS 



The cholla cactus has spines as sharp as needles. 

If you touch one, it can stick you hard and HURT! 

Yet this bird has its nest in a cholla. 

The sharp spines protect the young from hungry animals. 

A pack rat carries a piece of cholla in its mouth. 

Then it finds a toy and picks it up, too. 

Pack rats collect many things, and use them to build their homes. 
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CURVE-BILLED THRASHER 


How do these animals keep from getting hurt 
by the sharp cholla spines? Nobody is really sure. 
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In some places, the desert is very sandy. 
The wind blows the sand 
into small hills called dunes. 

Animals that live here move easily in sand. 
This snake moves by looping its body 
sideways. So it is called a sidewinder. 

The sand cricket has bristles on its legs. 
The bristles help it move through the sand. 
A beetle makes tiny tracks as it runs. 

And a lizard with a long tail 
digs into the sand and hides. 









SAND CRICKETS 



PENACATE fPIHwiu-kAJf-rueJ BEETLE 
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A. mother coyote feeds her pups 
in a shady den. 

Outside, another coyote stands 
on a rock and calls to its mate. 

Two coyotes will often hunt for food together. 

They hunt rabbits, mice, 

and many other small animals. 
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Two coatis hunt for food in a desert tree. 

They have come from their home in the mountains. 
The coatis are looking for baby birds or eggs. 

A coati has white spots around its eyes 
and a white circle around its long snout. 

Do you think these animals 
look like they are wearing masks? 

A coati also has long, sharp claws. 

It uses its claws and pointed snout 
to dig up roots and insects for food. 



COATI (ka-WAH-tee) 

OR COATIMUNDI [kti-WAH-tee-MUN-dee] 
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COLLARED PECCARY OR JAVELINA fHAH-va- -LEE^nri] 


Peccaries, sometimes called wild pigs, live in the desert. 
They go to a water hole to drink. 

A mountain lion, or cougar, waits nearby. 

The cougar sees a baby peccary and moves toward it. 

But one of the big peccaries has seen the cougar. 

The peccary snorts and chases after it. 

This cougar gives up and goes away. 
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DESERT TORTOISE 



CII UCKWA L LA LI ZARD 


Desert animals protect 
themselves in many ways. 

A land turtle, or tortoise, 
hides inside its shell. 

A chuckwalla crawls between 
two rocks. It puffs itself up 
with air. Then it is so big 
an animal cannot pull it out. 
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REGAL HORNED TJZARD 


The horned lizard is 
covered with sharp scales. 

Not many animals try to eat it. 
When the jackrabbit hears 
the sound of danger, 
it runs away. 

With its long legs, it can 
jump and run very, very fast. 
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Ihree birds called roadrunners 

watch a rattlesnake crawling on the ground. 

Roadrunners use their sharp beaks to kill rattlesnakes. 

But the birds leave this snake alone. Maybe it is too big. 
Nearby, another rattlesnake stops at a water hole to drink. 
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DIAMONDBACSC RATTLESNAKE 
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TARANTULA AND WASP (TARANTULA HAWK) 



Baby scorpions ride on their mother’s back. 

Do you see the sharp stinger at the end of her tail? 
A wasp fights a big tarantula and stings it. 

Then the tarantula cannot move. 

The wasp drags it to a hole and lays an egg on it. 
When the egg hatches, the baby eats the tarantula. 









Tor months 

the desert has been dry. 

But now, the sky is suddenly 
filled with clouds. 

Rain begins to fall. 

The rain pours down hard. 
Sometimes the water 
rushes over the land 
and makes muddy rivers. 
Then, as suddenly as it began, 
the rain stops. 

The sun shines again. 

In some places, 

the red mud of the desert 

begins to crack 

as it bakes in the hot sun. 

Soon, the desert 

will be dry again. 
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Rain brings life to the desert. 

Tiny tadpoles suddenly appear in pools 
made by the rain. How do you think 
these tadpoles got there? 

When it rained, the mother toad 
came up out of the ground. 

She mated with a male toad 

in a rainpool and laid her eggs there. 

The tadpoles hatched from these eggs. 
The rainpool will dry up in a short time. 
But these tadpoles grow so fast 
that they become toads 
before the pool dries up. 



SPADEFOOT TOAD 


Diving beetles and desert shrimp also hatch 
from eggs and grow quickly in the rainpools. 
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ADULT DIVING BEETLE ADULT TADTGLE SHRIMP 
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E V ENING PR7M ROSES 


Rain makes plants grow and flowers bloom. 
The flowers fill the desert with bright colors. 
Many of the desert flowers will not last long. 
Some plants will grow sweet fruit. 

In this land, there are many wonders. 

The desert is full of surprises. 
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HEDGEHOG CACTUS FLOWER 


PALO VERDE (PAH-Jo-VER-de* TREE IN BLOOM 
BARREL CACTUS IN FLOWER 


PRICKLY PEAR BLOSSOMS 


YOUNG FRUIT OF CARD ON CACTUS 
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A rattlesnake is coiled 
on the desert sand* 

It rests in the daytime* 

But at night, when it is cool, 
the snake hunts for food* 















